
PUD BOARD MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 14, 2008
PRESENT: Tom Ashmore, Mike Elmore, Gene Tobie, Howard Harris, Rod Peterson, Roger Prowell, Patsy Busick, Tom Peachey and Ben Beseda.  

GUESTS:  Charley and Delma Roush, Ray Bartlett, Brad Bowen and Chris Arguelles.
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by President Tom Ashmore.
Motion by Mike Elmore; second by Rod Peterson to approve the September 9, 2008 and September 29, 2008 minutes and consent agenda.  Motion approved 5 ayes, 0 nays.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Customer, Chris Arguelles, service address 744 Hostetler, disputes the charges incurred on his bill.  His water is currently shut off to avoid paying city sewer charges.  He uses the residence and property for storage at this time.  The District did not receive payment on account for six months and Mr. Arguelles indicated he was out of the country.  After lengthy discussion and based on the close review of his account by staff, a decision was made to credit his account for a $25 door notice charge added to his account on April 1, 2008.  
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS REPORT:  Patsy Busick presented financial reports.  Financials approved as presented.  
ENGINEER OF RECORD REPORT:  Only item for discussion was Well # 6 will continue in ’09.  Drillers will be on-site in January ’09 providing bid process goes well.  Ben noted that both Allen and Cherry Heights Reservoirs have back-up water sources with the completion of work at Fleck Well and Sunflower/LC#3 radio communication links.  
MANAGER’S REPORT:  PMHA leak a vexing dilemma.  Not sure where water is going but decision made it is unmetered water.  Field staff will expose waterline around leak area and hopefully find solution.  No decision as to who’s responsible for the water lines.  Charley and Delma Roush’s viewpoint is it is not PMHA’s responsibility.
Received a letter from Oregon Drinking Water Program  with the completed Sanitary Survey with main concern being the lack of (inadequate) cross connection program.  Bruce Harris with Today’s Rays has volunteered to tour the District this winter with one of our field staff to assist in locating properties with backflow devices that he has installed and/or tests.  Other concern is the chain of command within the District to distinguish “who does what when “X” happens”.

OLD BUSINESS:  Progress of Well # 6 will continue as discussed in Engineer of Record report.  

Curtiss Well Update:  Future project will be to GPS a line through the orchard for identifying the District’s water lines.

Aluminum plant cyanide removal update tabled until future date.

NEW BUSINESS:  Ray Barlett with Economic and Financial Analysis distributed hand-outs for Rate Analysis and Recommendations for the District. 
Charley Roush questioned the publication of the Public Hearing.  He was assured the hearing was published in the October 12, 2008 edition of The Dalles Chronicle.  Delma Roush’s understanding is the rate increase for January ’09 is 40% since the proposed monthly base rate is not actually taking place.  Charley Roush indicated that it seems multi-units and commercials benefit from new rate structure with residential getting hit the hardest.  

Meeting declared Public Hearing at 7:42 pm by President Tom Ashmore at which time the first reading of Resolution No. 2008-02 “A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ESTABLISHING A RATE STRUCTURE AND FEES” was presented. 
The amount of revenue needed by the District can be generated by the proposed rate increases.  The rates are scheduled to go in effect on Jan. 1, 2009.  Considerable discussion ensued about the change in the proposed rate schedule and the Jan 1, 2009 rate schedule.  
Charley voiced that the Jan. 1, 09 schedule is much greater that he believed the rate schedule to be, based on the last presentation from Ray.  Ray reported that a sheet was missing from his last presentation that most likely was the cause for the confusion, but the Jan. 09 rate is necessary for the District to remain viable and meet pending obligations. 
Tom Peachey advised that this was the first reading of the Resolution and the public could make additional comments at the next board meeting when the resolution would be read for a second time in the orderly process of adoption of a resolution by the District. 
Public hearing declared closed at 7:48 pm.

Special Districts Insurance Services Longevity Credit and Rate Lock Agreement affording the District a $4,609 credit and a maximum annual rate increase cap of 3% for the 2009 through 2011 policy years was presented to the Board of Directors.  

Motion by Howard Harris; second by Mike Elmore to accept the agreement.  Motion approved 5 ayes, 0 nays.  

Board of Directors could not move forward on proposed 2008 – 2009 budget approval process until Resolution No. 2008-02 is approved and adopted which will provide revenue for the budget.   
TRAINING SEMINARS & CLASSES:  Jeb Miller studying for WDII exam scheduled for Oct. 16th.  Roger attending ORWARN Annual Conference Oct. 16th – 17th in Florence, OR and Employer Policy Writing Act. 21st in Hood River, OR.  
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:  Board members congratulated new District Manager Roger Prowell for accepting the position.  Mike Elmore commended Roger for his continued efforts on balancing the budget for 2008 – 2009.   
Meeting adjourned to executive session ORS 192.660(2)(a); ORS 192.660(2)(h) at 7:57 pm.  
Executive session adjourned to regular meeting at 8:15 pm.
With no further business, meeting adjourned at 8:21 pm.
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